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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
"INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT" 



APPLICANT(S): 
SERIAL NO.: 
FILED: 
TITLE: 



KLAUS GETTWART ET AL 

09/586,481 GROUP ART UNIT: 3651 

June 1,2000 

"METHOD FOR PROCESSING POSTAL MATTER AND 
POSTAL MATTER PROCESSING SYSTEM" 



Assistant Commissioner For Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.56, Applicants respectfully request that 
citation and examination of the following document be made during the course of examination 
of the above-referenced application for United States Letters Patent. 

Reference AA - United States Patent No. 5,602,742 

Reference AB - United States Patent No. 5,539,190 

Reference AC - United States Patent No. 5,477,462 

Reference AD - United States Patent No. 5,388,049 

Reference AE - United States Patent No. 5,293,030 

Reference AF - United States Patent No. 5,068,797 

Reference AG - United States Patent No. 5,065,000 

Reference AH - United States Patent No. 4,947,333 

Reference AI - United States Patent No. 4,923,022 

Reference AJ - United States Patent No. 4,5 1 1 ,793 

Reference AL - German OS 196 17 586 



RECEIVED 
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Reference AM - German OS 28 19 872 

Reference AN - German OS 24 30 413 

Reference AO - European Application 0 911 767 

Reference AP - European Application 0 866 427 

Reference AQ - United Kingdom Application 2 274 622 

EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 

References AE, AG, AI, AM and AN were identified and discussed at pages 1 and 2 of 
the present specification, and Applicants stand by the statements in the specification concerning 
the teachings of those references. Reference AE corresponds to European Application 503 311. 

Reference AP was cited at page 1 7 of the present specification as an example of a suitable 
printing machine base station controlled by a personal computer, which can perform the meter 
function of the inventive postage meter machine. An English translation of Reference AP is not 
readily available to the Applicants, however, an English language abstract is attached thereto. 

References AA, AB, AD, the European counterpart to Reference AE, AF, AH and AO 
were cited by the European Patent Office during examination of the European Application 
corresponding to the present United States application. An English translation of Reference AO 
is not readily available to the Applicants, however, an English language abstract is attached 
thereto. 

References AC, the German counterpart to Reference AE, AJ, AL and AQ were cited by 
the German Patent Office during examination of the German application corresponding to the 
present United States application. 

Reference AL corresponds to copending United States application Serial No. 08/850,805 , 
filed May 2, 1997 ("Method And Arrangement For Data Processing In A Mail Shipping System 
Having A Postage Meter Machine, Wherein A Carrier-Identifying Mark Is Scanned And 
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Processed," Kubatzki et al). That application was allowed on January 10, 2001 but has not yet 
issued as a patent. The application was examined in Group Art Unit 2161, and Applicants 
assume the Examiner has access to this copending application and therefore have not burdened 
the present file with a duplicate copy. If the Examiner would nevertheless prefer that a copy be 
provided, the Examiner is requested to notify the undersigned counsel for the Applicants and a 
copy will be submitted. The present application and this copending application are owned by the 
same assignee, Francotyp Postalia AG & Co. This copending application can be used as a 
translation of Reference AL, however, AppUcants do not represent that it is a literal translation. 

For all of the English language references, no further commentary concerning their 
teachings is necessary. 

Copies of each of the above references together with Form 1449 are submitted herewith. 

As of the date of mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, a First Office Action 
on the merits has not been received in connection with this application. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is therefore in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), and no fee is 
necessary. 

All claims of the application are submitted to be patentable over the teachings of the 
above references, taken singly or in combination. Early consideration of the application is 
therefore respectfully requested. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Steven H. Noll 

SCHIFF HARDIN & WAITE 

Patent Department 
71st Floor Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312-258-5790 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANTS 
CUSTOMER NO. 26574 




Service^as 



bertify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
irst Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 



Washington, D. C. 20231 on February 5, 2001. 



Steven H. Noll 



Name of Applicants' Attorney 



Signature 



Februarv 5,2001 
Date 
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37 CFR 1.501 

/^C\T ^h^RMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
'^A^ IN A PATENT 
/ .nnc Vuse several sheets if necessary) 


Docket No. 
P00,0937 

Applicant 
Gettwart et al 

Filing Date 
June 1, 2000 


Serial No. 
09/586,481 

Group An Unit 
3651 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS' 




Examiners 
Initials 




Document Number 


LJalC 


N^ame 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If appropriate 




AA 


5,602,742 


02/11/97 


Solondz et al. 










AB 


5,539,190 


07/23/96 


Manduley 










AC 


5,477,462 


12/19/95 


McClung 










AD 


5,388,049 


02/07/95 


Sansone et al. 










AE 


5,293,030 


03/08/94 


Dietrich et al. 










AF 


5,068,797 


11/26/91 


Sansone et al. 










AG 


5,065,000 


11/12/91 


Pusic 










AH 


4,947,333 


08/07/90 


Sansone et al. 










AI 


4,923,022 


04/12/94 


Hsieh 










AJ 


4,511,793 


04/16/85 


Racanelli 




























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 










Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




AL 


DE 196 17 586 


06/11/97 


Germany 












AM 


OS 28 19 872 


09/11/78 


Germany 












AN 


24 30 413 


15/01/76 


Germany 














0 911 767 


28/04/99 


Europe 












A? 


EP 0 866 427 A3 


20/09/00 














AQ 


2 274 622 


03/08/94 


UnitedKingdom 












OTH 


ER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




AR 






AS 






AT 






AU 






AV 






AW 




Examiner 






Date Considered 


^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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